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Wﬂloughby man competes
for state title in checkers

Jenny May

© IMay@NewsHerald.com -

dent says, laughmg
Today, the 38-year-old chemist
at Ricerca Biosciences in Con-

, cord: Township practices with a

number. of fellow champion
checkers players to keep up his -

. skills,

Beckwith | 15 ranked 30th in the
world at competitive checkers.
He will be competing this week-
end in the Ohip state title match
at the Rodeway Inn in Medina.

His challenger will be thiee-

moves-checkers world champien’
Alex Moiseyev-of Dublit, Ohio. |

The tournament is one of three

. L_Beckwlth is ranked
‘ 39th-inthe world at .
Growing up, it was often diffi-
. cult for Richard Beckwith to
find friends with whom fo play
his favorite game, checkers. i
That’s because Beckw1th was

competitive
checke,rs.

checkers.

Go—as-you-please is the kind
most people played when they
were kids, Beckwith says.

The other format, three-faove
checkers, involves a set.of cards
that dictate opening three moves
of the game. It is considered the
thore difficult of the two forms'

. and will be the one in which

Beckwith will compete.

The players will vie for cash
prizes of between $500 and
$1,000.

At the World Mind Games,
Beckwith will join about 50
other top-ranked playess from 20
countries who will compete for
medals. -

He hopes that checkers being
part of that venue for the first
time will show the world that it’s

. béing held at the Rodeway Inn ~ & game to be taken seriously. . 1.
in September and is a prelide to ~~ Checkers fans also hope it will "
the world championship of prompt consideration for the
* checkers, to be held as part of game to become part of the
‘the World Mind Games in Bei- = Olympic Games.
jing, China, in October. . “We’re hoping to gain some
Growing up in central Tiinois, recognition for checkers and .
- Beckwith began playing check-  draw more people to the game, * Mlchael BIalr/MBlalr@NeWsHerald com
“ers at age 0, after leaming the . Beckwithrsays.
ggame from his father, Gene. “] think most people probably Rlchard Beckwlth will compete this weekend for the state checkers title.
A natural talent and love of have no idea there’s a tourna- : : o
" the game had him playing in Inent scene for checkers, like on the venue and-how many slecp béforehandis most impor-" - ers or reading up on Strategics, ‘%
state tournaments by age 15. there.is with chess. They think — gther games must be played ona tant ’ Beckwith enjoys playing golf, -~
. ".+He-is now a representative for  1's a game for little ku'is orold  givenday. - “Rest ts important because the piano and other board games,
" the 400-member American men at the park. But it's just as In a past open-ended tourna- -~ you do get mental fatigue,” he including Scrabble and chess.
- Checker Federation. The touma- dl.fﬁclu!t a game to master as ment, Beckwuh and Moiseyev says. * Though, obviously, ke enjoys
. ment in- Médina, which he chess, if not more so.” played a 6%-hour game. And one bad move could cost  none as much as checkers. e
" helped organize, will highlight ~ _The length of a tolwmament To prepare for tournaments, you thé game.” “It's just a fun and-enjoyable
the two variants of the game of = checkers game varies, depending - Beckwith says getting adequate When he's not playing check-  game,” he says.
et - .om . a . = - -



